Beware of Antichrists

I John 2:18-19
Introduction: 

“Little Children” = Believers
John has warned about the world. Don’t love it. 
The world is passing away. At the time of that passing away, the Antichrist will come. In fact antichrists are here. The world receives them as they will receive the Antichrist later.

I. The Last Hour 

John does not mean a 60 minute hour. He means “the last time” before Christ comes and puts away the “world system”.
Scoffers will come: 
II Peter 3:3-4, 8 
“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and saying, ‘Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation”.
Peter’s answer is:
“But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day”.
The antichrists in John’s day and in our day are signs to us that it is the last time.



It’s the time when Antichrist will come.

II. The Antichrist
A. The Political World Leader 

1. The Willful King – Daniel 11:36
﻿“Then the king shall do according to his own will: he shall ﻿﻿exalt and magnify himself above every god, shall speak blasphemies against the God of gods …”
2.  The Little Horn - Dan. 7:24-27
“The ten horns are ten kings Who shall arise from this kingdom. And another [horn] shall rise after them; He shall be different from the first ones, And shall subdue three kings. He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, shall ﻿﻿persecute ﻿﻿the saints of the Most High”.
3.  The Beast out of the Sea – Rev 13:1

“Then ﻿﻿I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw ﻿﻿a beast rising up out of the sea, ﻿﻿having ﻿﻿seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a ﻿﻿blasphemous name”.
4.   The Man of Sin – II Thess. 2:3-4
“Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come ﻿﻿unless the falling away comes first, and ﻿﻿the man of ﻿﻿sin is revealed, ﻿﻿the son of perdition, who opposes and ﻿﻿exalts himself ﻿﻿above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits ﻿﻿as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God

B.  The False Prophet

1.  Only John Uses the Term Antichrist.
I John 2:18 (2 times), 22; 4;3; II John 7 (5 times)

4:1 - “many false prophets have gone out into the world”.

4:3 - “every spirit that does not confess ﻿﻿that Jesus ﻿﻿Christ has come in the flesh is not of God”
2.   He Connects it to the False Prophets.

“And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world”.
3.   This Suggests that Antichrist is the False Prophet of

      Revelation 13:11-17
He serves the Man of Sin, the political world leader.
III. Antichrists

A. There Were Many of Them.

One false teacher is bad - many are much worse. This was a serious problem all over Asia Minor.

B. They Have an End-time Message

Their message is: they are anti-Christ.

The message in the last days will be: 

“Jesus is not the Christ, The Son of God”
The man of sin will be calling himself god.

Today they have found “Jesus body” 

C. They Have Been With the Apostles - 2:19

“Us” (4 times in this verse) = John plus some others.
1. Many interpreters take the others to be the readers. But they had not gone out from the church. They were still there!

2. Others say that it is the church at large. So, these people have shown themselves not to be believers by their actions.

3. The “us” refers, in context, to the Apostles.
D. They Were Claiming Authority From Jerusalem.

Paul had been through there in the 50’s and he was only from “Antioch in Syria”. 

They could say we are from the “Mother church” with the Apostles – Paul is from a Gentile church.

E.  They Are No Longer With the Apostles
They went out from the Apostles.

That proves that they were not of the Apostles.

Their going out was proof that they were not of the Apostles.

F.   There Was a Similar Case in Acts 15

(Concerning legalism)

And ﻿﻿certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, ﻿﻿“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”

Saul and Barnabas and others of the Antioch church went up to Jerusalem. They met with the Apostles and the elders of the Jerusalem Church - The first church council. 

Paul and Barnabas spoke. Then Peter spoke.

Then, James, the half-brother of Jesus and writer of the Epistle of James made the decision (15:19). And wrote a letter to the churches, giving their decision 15:24
“Since we have heard that ﻿﻿some who went out from us have troubled you with words, ﻿﻿unsettling your souls, ﻿﻿saying, “You must be circumcised and keep the law”—to whom we gave no such commandment”
ἐξ ἡμῶν [ἐξελθόντες] “who went out from us”

The same words as in I John 2:19
ἐξ ἡμῶν ἐξῆλθαν
G.  Their Error Concerned The Deity of Christ.

“every spirit that does not confess ﻿﻿that Jesus ﻿﻿Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world”
H.  Were They Believers or Unbelievers?

Paul spoke of false brethren who came in to spy out our liberty in Galatians 2:4.
The doctrine of Grace was so different from the Pharisee’s interpretation of the Law, some legalists, zealots and fanatics would come into the church with their own agendas, only pretending to believe on Jesus. 

That seemed to be Paul’s opinion.

John may have thought the same thing of these antichrists, i.e. they were not believers. But if they believed they would have eternal life - II Timothy 2:13
               If we are faithless, 

                        He remains faithful; 

                                   He ﻿﻿cannot deny Himself. 

The early church wrestled with genuine converts who went doctrinally astray just as the church today.

Conclusion
